THE VtSVA-BHA&ATl QUARTERLY
of its Insufficiency and its being interpreted as a weapon of
the weak,
Young India: 12-5-20
I am more concerned in preventing the brutalixation of
human nature than in the prevention of the sufferings of
ruy own people. I know that people who voluntarily
undergo a course of suffering raise themselves and the whole
of humanity; but I also know that people who become
brutalized in their desperate efforts to get victory over their
opponents or to exploit weaker nations or weaker men, not
only drag down themselves but mankind also. And it can-
not be a matter of pleasure to me or anyone else to see
human nature dragged to the mire* If we are all sons of
the same God and partake of the same divine essence, we
must partake of the sin of every person whether he belongs
to us or to another race. You can understand how repugnant
it must be to invoke the beast in any human being, how
much more so in Englishmen, among whom I count
numerous friends.
Young India: 29-10-31
To quell riots non-violently there must be true ahimsa
in one's heart, an ahimsa that takes even the erring hooligan
in its warm embrace. Such an attitude cannot be culti-
vated. It can only come as a result of prolonged and patient
effort which must be made during peaceful times* The
would-be member of a peace brigade should come into
close touch and cultivate acquaintance with the so-called
goonda element in his vicinity. He should know all and
be known to all and win the hearts of all by his living and
selfless service. No section should be regarded as too con-
temptible or mean to mix with. Goondas do not drop from
the sky, nor do they spring from the earth like evil spirits.
They are the product of social disorganization and society
is therefore responsible for their existence. In other words
they should be looked upon as a symptom of corruption in
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